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patiently for an opportunity to catch the Khan on the wrong
f oot.
In one of his famous couplets, Shaikh Saadi says that "when
the bird of misfortune starts hovering over the head of a dignitary,
first intelligence then friends desert him one by one." The days of
Bairam's glory were now coming to an end. For too long he had
basked in fame and prosperity. The signs were clear that his in-
telligence was warped, and that no more was he the master of the
suave diplomacy which endeared him both to Babar and Humayun.
Instead, his increasing haughtiness caused concern among the
courtiers, and a large number of them, piqued by the insults and
indignities suffered at his hands, prepared for a confrontation.
Among them was Nasir-ul-Mulk Pir Muhammad Khan whose
military successes had secured for him a place of high honour in
the official hierarchy.
One day, Pir Muhammad was suddenly taken ill. After the mid-
day prayers, Bairam Khan want to inquire about his health. As
the royal hakim attending on Nasir-ul-Mulk had given instructions
that nobody should be ushered into see the Khan without his per-
mission, the Turk doorman stopped the Protector and went into
seek orders. A few minutes later, the Pir himself came out to
receive the distinguished visitor. But the latter had left in a huff
-at what he considered a show of discourtesy to him. The follow-
ing letter was received by Pir Muhammad from Bairam Khan the
next day:
You were wearing the dress of a poor soldier when you came
to Qandhar. As you appeared simple and honest and did good
service you were raised to high office by me, and from being a
mere Mulla you became a leader of armies. As your capacity
was small, you easily became intoxicated and got out of hand
after one cup. We feel that lest some great mischief be com-
mitted by you, whicli it will be difficult to remedy, it is better
that for some time you should draw in your feet under the
blanket of disappointment and sit down in a corner. You will
now make over your standard, drum and other insignia of
authority, and betake yourself to the amending of your disposi-
tion, for this will be good both for yourself and the world,
Thereafter whatever we shall decide about your future will be
carried out.